been added, it has not seemed necessary to include all those minor kors d*oeuvres and savouries with which seventeenth and eighteenth century playwrights and their printers rejoiced to deck their literary dishes. Accordingly, Jonsorfs lengthy prose dedication ofVolpone to (the Two Famous Universities', Steele* s prefatory verses to The Way of the World and Congreve's prose dedication of the play to Montague, Goldsmith*s dedication to Jonson o/She Stoops to Conquer, and Sheridan's 'Portrait* addressed to Mrs Crewe which appeared with the original edition of The School for Scandal, have been omitted.
Spelling and capitalisation have in general been adapted to modern practice, but the original punctuation has been followed except where it is likely to cause difficulty to a reader of the present day.
Volpone, first acted in 1606, was first printed in the following year. The Way of the World, prodwed at the Lincoln*s Inn Theatre in 1700, was fast printed in the same year. The premier production of She Stoops to Conquer took place at Covent Garden in 1773; that of The School for Scandal at Drury Lane in 1777.